Power and Spirit of Elijah




* Our time belongs to God. Eve ent
is His, and we are under the most
solemn obligation to improve it to His
glory. Of no talent He has given will He
require a more strict account than of
our time.

* Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 342 (1900).



Malachi 4: 5,6
I

What messenger?
Why Elijah?
When will Elijah come?

For what purpose will Elijah come?



Reconciliation
-’

2 Corinthians 5:18
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Definition: Events, persons, or statements in the

Old Testament are seen as types pre-figuring or
superseded by antitypes, events or aspects of Christ or
his revelation described in the New Testament.
(Wikipedia)

Noun - something that is foreshadowed by a type or
symbol, as a New Testament event prefigured in the Old
Testament. (Dictionary.com)




the Lord; and he shall turn the

the children, and the heart of the children to their
fathers.” [Malachi 4:5, 6.] John the Baptist went forth
in the spirit and power of Elijah, to prepare the way of
the Lord, and to turn the people to the wisdom of the
just. He was a representative of those living in the last
days, to whom God has intrusted sacred truths to

present before the people, to prepare the way for the
second appearing of Christ.

*  Christian Temperance p 39.1
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*John came in the spirit and power of
Elijah to proclaim the first advent of
Jesus. | was pointed down to the
last days and saw that John
represented those who should go
forth in the spirit and power of Elijah
to herald the day of wrath and the
second advent of Jesus.

*  Early Writtings p. 155.1



coming of Christ are represente
John came in the spirit of Elijah to prepare the way for
Christ's first advent. The work of John the Baptist,

and the work of those who in the last days go forth in
the spirit and power of Elijah to arouse the people
from their apathy, are in many respects the same. His
work is a type of the work that must be done in this
age. Christ is to come the second time to judge the

world in righteousness.
* Maranatha p. 22






* Prophets andm

* John the Baptist:
*Matthew 3; 11:2-6; 14:2-12
*Mark 1: 2-12; 2:18; 6:16-29
*Luke 1: 5-24, 36, 40-45, 57-80; 3:2-22;
5:33, 7:18-33; 11:1
*John 1: 15, 19-36; 3:23-36
*Desire of Ages, Ch 10, 11,18



Elijah’s time vs. our time

* But those who had hearts to feel and faith
to believe were especially favored with
evidences of His power through the
prophets. In the days of Elijah, Israel had
departed from God. They clung to their
sins, and rejected the warnings of the Spirit
through the Lord’s messengers. Thus they
cut themselves off from the channel by
which God’s blessing could come to them.

* Desire of Ages p. 238



Elijah’s time vs. our time

*No error accepted by the
world strikes more boldly against the
authority of Heaven, none is more
directly opposed to the dictates of
reason, none is more pernicious in its
results, than the modern doctrine, so
rapidly gaining ground, that God’s
law is no longer binding upon men.?

* Darkness before Dawn p. 29



Elijah’s time vs. our time

to make an idol of false doctrines and theories as
idol of wood or stone. By mlsrepresentmg the attrlbutes of God
Satan leads men to conceive of Him in a false character. With
many, a philosophical idol is enthroned in the place of Jehovah;
while the living God, as He is revealed in His word, in Christ, and in
the works of creation, is worshiped by but few. Thousands deify
nature while they deny the God of nature. Though in a different
form, idolatry exists in the Christian world today as verily as it
existed among ancient Israel in the days of Elijah. The god of
many professedly wise men, of philosophers, poets, politicians,
journalists—the god of polished fashionable circles, of many
colleges and universities, even of some theological institutions—
is little better than Baal, the sun-god of Phoenicia.

* Darkness before Down p. 29




Rejecting the prophet

\
Israel because through them their hic S

were brought to light. Ahab regarded Elljah as
his enemy because the prophet was faithful to
rebuke the king’s secret iniquities. So today
the servant of Christ, the reprover of sin,
meets with scorn and rebufts. Bible truth, the
religion of Christ, struggles against a strong
current of moral impurity. Prejudice is even
stronger in the hearts of men now than in
Christ’s day

* Desire of Ages p. 587



Rejecting the prophet

traitor, Paul a polluter of the temple. hat da ,
those who would be loyal to truth have been denounced
as seditious, heretical, or schismatic. Multitudes who are
too unbelieving to accept the sure word of prophecy will
receive with unquestioning credulity an accusation against
those who dare to reprove fashionable sins. This spirit will
increase more and more. And the Bible plainly teaches that
a time is approaching when the laws of the state will so
conflict with the law of God that whosoever would obey all
the divine precepts must brave reproach and punishment

as an evildoer.
* Great Controversy p.458



Work and mission

* Amid discord and strife, a voice wa )

—
wilderness, startling and stern yet full of hope:
““Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
With a new, strange power it moved the people. Here
was an announcement that the coming of Christ was
at hand. With the spirit and power of Elijah, John
denounced the national corruption and rebuked the
prevailing sins. His words were pointed and
convincing. The nation was stirred. Multitudes flocked
to the wilderness.

* From Heaven with Love p. 62
* Underline supplied



Work and mission

great things for His people. ol m
bondage and given them “the lands of the heathen, ... that they
might observe His statutes, and keep His laws.” Psalm 105:44,
45. But the beneficent designs of Jehovah were now well-nigh
forgotten. Unbelief was fast separating the chosen nation from
the Source of their strength. Viewing this apostasy from his
mountain retreat, Elijah was overwhelmed with sorrow. In
anguish of soul he besought God to arrest the once-favored
people in their wicked course, to visit them with judgments, if
need be, that they might be led to see inits true light their
departure from Heaven. He longed to see them brought to
repentance before they should go to such lengths in evil-doing
as to provoke the Lord to destroy them utterly.

*  Prayer p. 133



Work and mission

days of Ahab a man of faith and prayer whose fearless
ministry was destined to check the rapid spread of apostasy
in Israel. Far removed from any city of renown, and
occupying no high station in life, Elijah the Tishbite
nevertheless entered upon his mission confident in God’s
purpose to prepare the way before him and to give him
abundant success. The word of faith and power was upon
his lips, and his whole life was devoted to the work of
reform. His was the voice of one crying in the wilderness to
rebuke sin and press back the tide of evil. And while he
came to the people as a reprover of sin, his message offered
the balm of Gilead to the sin-sick souls of all who desired to
be healed.

* Prayer p. 133



Work and mission

* ... Elijah educated the youth of Israel in the
schools of the prophets; and young men
today are to have a similar training. It is not
possible to advise in every particular the
part that the youth should act; but they
should be faithfully instructed by the older
workers, and taught to look ever to Him
who is the author and finisher of our faith.

*  Gospel Workers p. 101, 102 (1915)
* Also in Evangelism p. 683



Work and mission

things. When in His providence God sees that changes are
essential for the success of the character-building, He
disturbs the smooth current of the life. He sees that a
worker needs to be more closely associated with Him; and
to bring this about, He separates him from friends and
acquaintances. When He was preparing Elijah for
translation, God moved him from place to place, that the
prophet might not settle down at ease, and thus fail of
gaining spiritual power. And it was God’s design that
Elijah’s influence should be a power to help many souls to
gain a wider, more helpful experience.

* Gospel Workers p. 269



* John separated himself from friends,
luxuries of life. The simplicity of his dress, a garment
woven of camel’s hair, was a standing rebuke to the
extravagance and display of the Jewish priests, and of
the people generally. His diet, purely vegetable, of
locusts and wild honey, was a rebuke to the
indulgence of appetite, and the gluttony that

everywhere prevailed.
* Counsels on Health p. 72



Lifestyle

dreadful day of the Lord: U il
fathers to the children, and the heart of the chlldren to
their fathers.” Malachi 4:5, 6. Here the prophet describes
the character of the work. Those who are to prepare the
way for the second coming of Christ, are represented by
faithful Elijah, as John came in the spirit of Elijah to prepare
the way for Christ’s first advent. The great subject of
reform is to be agitated, and the public mind is to be
stirred. Temperance in all things is to be connected with the
message, to turn the people of God from their idolatry,
their gluttony, and their extravagance in dress and other
things.

* Counsels on Health p. 72.
* Same message on Counsels on Diet p. 70



Lifestyle

* The selt-denial, n

required of the rlghteous whom God
especially leads and blesses, is to be
presented to the people in contrast to
the extravagant, health-destroying habits
of those who live in this degenerate age.
God has shown that health reformis as
closely connected with the third angel's
message as the hand is with the body

* Maranatha p. 22



Good News

““changed, in a moment, in the ! i
trump,” without tasting of death.1 Corinthians 15 51, 52. It was
as a representative of those who shall be thus translated that
Elijah, near the close of Christ’s earthly ministry, was
permitted to stand with Moses by the side of the Saviour on
the mount of transfiguration. In these glorified ones, the
disciples saw in miniature a representation of the kingdom of
the redeemed. They beheld Jesus clothed with the light of
heaven; they heard the “voice out of the cloud” (Luke 9:35),
acknowledging Him as the Son of God; they saw Moses,
representing those who will be raised from the dead at the
time of the second advent; and there also stood Elijah,
representing those who at the close of earth’s history will be
changed from mortal to immortal and be translated to heaven
without seeing death.

* Heaven p. 102



